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Governor’s Message 
  

Greetings 
 

I hope you are enjoying summer. I am writing 

this in July for an August deadline for the 

September DSB. My how time flies! Autumn 

is always a busy time for our Clubs with 

many activities and fund-raisers. Be sure to 

let the District Team and your neighboring 

clubs know what you are doing so we can 

support your efforts. You will find some 

announcements in this DSB from some of 

our Clubs. What do you have planned for 

December and January? Send your articles 

by November 10, or earlier is better.  

 

Again, much appreciation goes out to all 

who worked so diligently to ensure an 

outstanding District Conference. I so 

appreciate all that was done by so many 

individuals. 

 

Congratulations and thank you to 

presidents in the District who completed 

their terms in May. Best wishes to those 

who are starting or continuing terms. 

Remember, District Officers and Chairs 

are available to assist. 

 

As we enter a new year, we are concerned 

with the number of non-returning 

Altrusans, but we are grateful for and 

encouraged by the number of new 

members. If Altrusa is to survive, it will 

have to be a concerted effort by all Clubs 

and all members. Let’s start by including 

more people in what we do: ask someone 

to join a service project or assist in a fund-

raiser. Getting to know more about your 

club and members is a great pathway to 

membership. 

The Board will meet in October, so let me 

know soon if you have an issue to be 

discussed.  In addition to conducting 

District business, we will be planning the 

Conference for next year. 

 

It’s time to celebrate! We have an STRA 

Club to be chartered soon. We welcome 

them and celebrate  their sponsor: 

Branch County. See article  on page 14. 

 

~ Governor Karyn 

 

 

District Five Officers 
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Karyn Evans, Governor 
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Past Governor 
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Did You Know? 
 

District Five has had three International 

Presidents; when we were part of District 

Four (1930-1954) we had three, as well. 

From 1964-66, the late LaVora E. Conklin of 

the Detroit Club served in that role. Marie L. 

Kneubel Calantino, who was a member of 

the Ashtabula Club, was International 

President 1968-70. Marie currently lives in 

the greater Toledo area. Norma Hiner was 

the most recent International President 

from District Five, serving 1984-86. Norma 

was a member of the Ashland Club at that 

time, but now is a member of the Mansfield 

Club. A special thank you to these ladies for 

their service to Altrusa. See the article on 

Norma Hiner in this DSB. 

 

WHAT IS A PIP? 

 ACCORDING TO THE DICTIONARY: 

 

1. a small fruit 

seed; especially, one of a 

several-seeded fleshy fruit  

2. one extraordinary of its kind 

 

If you attend the International Convention, 

you will hear this term frequently. While 

definition 2 definitely describes them 

appropriately, a “PIP” in Altrusa terms is a 

Past International President. 

 

Conference 2018 
 

The final reports are coming in and the 

2018 Conference is showing success in all 

areas. The finances came out in the black. 

The final attendance numbers are as 

follows: 

 Full Registration   109 

 Partial     27 

 Guests       3 

 Board       9 

 International Rep      1 

 Clubs Represented  25 

 

 

While the number of full registrations seems 

to be down, it is partially the way we are 

reporting: separating Board Members and 

the International Representative. By a 

percentage of members attending, we were 

actually slightly higher. Of course, that is in 

part due to the decreasing membership, 

unfortunately. 

 

District Five Conferences 

2019 Howard Johnson Lima Ohio 

 Hosted by Sidney 

 April 26-28 

 

2020 TBD  

 Youngstown  

Hosted by Youngstown  

May 1-3 

 

2021 TBD    

Battle Creek Hosted by Battle 

Creek  

April 23-25 

 

Awards Luncheon Centerpiece 

We will be having the Centerpiece 

Competition again this year. The criteria for 

judging will be basically the same. The 2019 

Theme will be An Altrusa Blue Ribbon!  

 
We will make at least two changes:  

 bring the arrangements down first 

thing on Saturday morning. We will 

let you know where to drop them 

off. 

 Leave your arrangement after the 

luncheon for viewing. We will 

announce where this will take 

place. 

 

One major reminder: do not use anything 

that can identify your club in the 

arrangement. If you do, that piece (s) will be 

removed, which may destroy your 

arrangement. If the identifying piece (s) 

cannot be removed, the arrangement will be 

disqualified. 
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Grants 

The upcoming deadline for the International 

grants is September 15. Remember, Clubs 

can apply each round and the amount has 

increased to up to $4,000.Have you 

considered applying for assistance with one 

of your service projects? 

 

Cincinnati Club 

Following attempted intervention and 

revitalization, as well as much deliberation, 

the Cincinnati Club Charter has been pulled. 

 

A team is working to establish a new club or 

clubs in the area, probably a neighborhood 

rather than the whole city. If you have 

friends or family in or around greater 

Cincinnati who would make great Altrusans, 

please let us know. 

 

Club Visits 

District Board members will be contacting 

the Club Presidents to schedule the Annual 

Club Visits. Due to weather-related issues 

as we enter winter and busy spring 

schedules, a summer or fall visit is 

preferred. Please be sure to complete and 

return the Pre-Visit Survey prior to the visit 

to help your team member prepare. 
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• As giving the region access to 

clean water is essential for 

health, MFM has drilled 28 clean 

water wells, 6 within the last year. 

The combined population of these 

28 villages that now have clean 

water wells is 26,098 people. Nine 

wells are solar powered mini-water 

distribution systems with 4 or 5 

faucets points in each 

village. MFM has trained village 

water committees to provide for 

maintenance and repair of these 

wells.  

• MFM annually gives Micro-finance 

loans to over 300 people, 70% of 

whom are women.  A woman will 

feed, educate, and get health care 

for her children with her profits 

from soap making, breeding and 

selling small animals, or a grain 

bank. 

• MFM provides annual teacher 

training for their seven schools 

with 2,000 students and gives 

yearly scholarships for top male 

and female students to attend 

high school in Bamako. MFM 

trains village management 

committees to govern their own 

schools. 

For further information, follow this 

link. Medicine For Mali  

 

 

 

I’m also looking forward to the Mid-year 

board meeting. We will be planning for 

District Conference and with a little 

experience under my belt, this year I will be 

much more prepared to handle the Altrusa 

store and Foundation raffle. If there are 

items from the Doc Morgan website you’d 

be interested in purchasing, please email 

me. By the way, it’s never too early to start 

thinking of raffle items to donate! 

 

International Foundation Liaison: 
 

Many of you supported Club 21 this year, 

and your donations are much appreciated. 

One of the projects your contribution assists 

is Medicine for Mali which was granted 

$9,000 this past year. 

 

The Medicine for Mali (MFM) mission is to 

collaborate with our partners in Mali, Africa 

in a sustainable approach to improve lives. 

This organization provides the following 

services. 

• Medical clinic brings American 

medical personnel into the 

villages periodically. During these 

visits, MFM provides medicines for 

treatments and train Malian 

personnel. 

• MFM sends a midwife monthly to 

educate village birth attendants in 

safe, hygienic births and prenatal 

visits. MFM annually trains village 

health volunteers in prenatal visits, 

malaria prevention, and going to 

the health center when sick. Ebola 

knowledge and readiness has been 

included in their services. MFM 

teaches volunteers and they teach 

others in their village. Services also 

include monthly educational talks, 

organizing immunization sessions, 

and weighing babies quarterly to 

find and treat the malnourished.  
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District Five 

The proper way to write the names of the 

Districts is to spell the number word, so it is 

District Five --- not District 5 or District V 

 

Emeritus Members 

Emeritus members approved this program 

year: 

 Lois Roads   Washington CH Club 

 

International Nominations 

The International Nominating Committee is 

seeking nominations for International 

Officers at this time. Please consider 

nominating a qualified candidate from 

District Five. 

 

Officer & Chair Reports 
Governor-Elect, Suzanne Cline 

 

By the time you read this, I will have 

participated in the Governor Elect training in 

Chicago.  I am looking forward to the 

knowledge that I will gain as a result of this 

meeting.  It will be an honor and privilege to 

share with the other District Governor Elect 

Officers, as well as with the trainers.  I feel I 

am in very capable hands.  I am looking 

forward to meeting with the Clubs I am 

scheduled to visit and will be making those 

contacts soon.  The District Officers are 

available to assist all Clubs, so please feel 

free to contact any one of us if you have 

questions or concerns.  I hope everyone has 

had a very relaxing and enjoyable summer! 

 

First Vice Governor, Julie Stratos 
 

I am looking forward to club visits this year: 

Findlay, Saginaw, and Sidney clubs. Last 

year’s visits were very enjoyable and 

interesting. It’s so nice to get to meet fellow 

Altrusans and learn more about how their 

clubs work. While we are all different, we 

have much in common - common goals and 

many of the same problems.  

 

 

 

 

http://www.medicineformali.org/
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We are a part of a great organization with a 

rich history and a great future! 

Treasurer 

Tammy Bader 
 

Group Tally is relatively new to Altrusa 

International. Some of you probably have 

never heard of Group Tally (unless you were 

at Conference!), but it is the membership 

records of each club in every district. In the 

past, there have been issues with Group 

Tally agreeing to the Club rosters. But, I am 

happy to report that every member from 

every Club in District Five is reported 

correctly in Group Tally. A BIG thank you to 

all Club Treasurers for correctly recording 

your Club’s membership in Group Tally. 

 

On a sad note, though we have gained many 

new members, our total membership has 

decreased 3.4% since March 31, 

 

2018. Let’s focus on renewal and retention! 

Altrusa has so much to offer to so many. 

Treasurer’s Reminder: IRS Form 990N for 

your Club’s fiscal year-end of May 31, 2018 

is due by October 15, 2018. Form 990N can 

be filed if your Club’s gross receipts are 

under $50,000. If your Club’s gross receipts 

are over $50,000, then you must file Form 

990EZ or Form 990. 

 

Director  

Nancy Schwab 
 

As District Five Director, I have had 

opportunities to complete club visits, talk 

with many Altrusans, become more involved 

in conference, and gather information from 

the website as well as all those members I 

have met.  One question that invariably 

comes up during club visits is  “What are 

some good fundraisers?”  

 

That has encouraged me to do some 

research. I found that many clubs have 

simple fundraisers throughout the year that 

guarantee a continuous stream of funds 

coming in. 

District Five - http://districtfive.altrusa.org 
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Second-Vice Governor,  

Ginny Beamish 
 

It continues to amaze me how busy and how 

committed all Altrusa members seem to be.  

We left this year’s Conference revved up for 

another year of service, literacy projects, 

community involvement, and fun and 

fellowship.  It is my hope that all of those 

things are happening for you. 

 

One of the duties of the District Five Second 

Vice-Governor is to keep our Policies and 

Procedure up-to-date and aligned with 

International Policies and Procedures.  To 

that end, I have met with Governor Karyn, 

and we continue to fine-tune our policies, 

making sure that we really say what we do 

and do what we say.  I am also in the 

process of reviewing all of the District Five 

Officer and Chair Job Descriptions, with the 

help of all the District Five Officers and 

Chairs. 

 

One of the most fun parts of being a District 

Officer is visiting other Altrusa Clubs.  I am 

right now scheduling those visits, looking 

forward to meeting some of you on your own 

turf, as it were.   

 

It is an honor to serve you, and I wish all of 

you a most meaningful and productive end 

of summer and beginning of fall. 

 

Secretary 

Shelley Kendrick 
 

The time since conference has gone by 

quickly. The minutes from the Conference 

Board Meeting as well as the abridged 

minutes have been completed.  

 

One of my responsibilities is to update the 

District Digest. I spent a great deal of time 

reviewing the Digest, reading previous 

year’s minutes to determine the information 

to be included in this document. For me, I 

have found the history of our District quite 

interesting. There is so much to learn about 

our District within this document. 

Some of those include white elephant sales 

at meetings, Kroger cards, potluck meals, 

and raffles. 

 

Clubs also have one or two events a year to 

help with fundraising. Some of those that I 

have come across include:    

 A fun run/walk or chair yoga was 

held for the District 11 Foundation 

before their conference. 

 A Taste of the Holidays, “The Joy of 

Giving”, was held by the Temple, 

Texas, Altrusa Club. 

 Silent auction and raffles were 

held by District Five and Eleven as 

well as local clubs in District Five. 

The Hamilton Club holds an event 

with an auction, silent auction, 

and raffle every year in November. 

Hors d’oeuvres are served. 

Columbus has a luncheon. 

 District conferences allow clubs to 

bring items for a marketplace to 

share and sell items. 

 Bucyrus Altrusa Club has a BBQ 

Chicken Dinner Drive Thru. 

 The Xenia Altrusa Club has a High-

Tea annually, and the Lima Club 

has a Harvest Tea. 

 The Tiffin Altrusa Club has an 

annual Bridal Fair. 
 The Mansfield Club has a Spring 

Bash. 

 The Lima and Columbus Altrusa 

Clubs sponsor nut sales that are 

very successful. 

 Spelling Bees are very popular 

throughout Altrusa. In District Five 

alone, Hamilton, Sidney, 

Springfield, and Troy sponsor 

annual bees.  

These are just some of the major 

fundraisers of which I am aware.  I  am sure 

there are many other events. 
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Some District Five Clubs have well known 

projects and some are still searching for 

their own project. Maybe you are going to 

use the database on International to look 

for ideas. Maybe you are going to do a 

survey in your community. You decide what 

this means for your club and you fill in the 

strategies that you are going to use and 

Service (part two) is done!  

Call me or email me if I can help. This is an 

easy process. It is hard to move forward 

without a plan so let’s get those plans going!  

 

Template included with this email. 

 

Days for Girls 

Carol Hodson  

Service/Awards Chair 
 

Altrusa’s International Service Project, Days 

for Girls, is off to a great start! And District 

Five is already becoming involved.  

 

Jyll Smith, International Service Chair, 

hosted a conference call for all District 

chairs in June. Several of the districts are 

reporting good things. District Five has been 

very forward thinking; Karyn Evans allowed 

time at the Spring Conference for a full 

presentation to the membership. I am 

happy to report all the positive feedback I 

received about the roll out of this project. As 

mentioned, there are several ways we can 

become involved. But first and foremost, we 

must continue to get the word out and 

answer questions. 

 

District Five has two clubs who have already 

done marvelous work for DfG: Monroe and 

Mansfield. We salute you, and will look to 

them as our own ‘in house resident experts.’ 

 

I am happy to communicate there is, ON 

THE FRONT PAGE OF ALTRUSA 

INTERNATIONAL (before you sign in) A LINK 

TO DfG. Connecting with that link will give all 

of us lots of answers to many of our 

questions. DfG can also be accessed 

through www.daysforgirls.org. There is a 

wealth of information there. 

 

 Secondly, they want you to inspire 

service projects that will enhance 

your clubs profile in the community. 

Maybe you already have one that 

you are well known for or maybe 

you need to ask yourself what you 

want to be known for in the 

community. You as a club decide 

what service projects work for you 

in your particular community.  

 

When you go online and pull up the 

template you will see that the goals and 

objectives are already in place for you.  

 

Service Goal: Inspire profile enhancing 

service projects. 

 

1st Objective: District Five clubs will develop 

“Days for Girls” as our signature district 

service project. 

 

2nd Objective: Facilitate the sharing of 

service project ideas. 

 

Strategies:  This is where your club will 

decide what they are going to do to meet 

each objective. What you do is all up to you. 

Maybe you know nothing about Days for 

Girls so you might just want to get your 

membership informed about this project. 

Maybe you have a local DfG group and you 

want to attend one of their meetings and 

see how you might partner with them.  
 

Maybe you have a group of sewers who are 

ready to start making bags and pads. Maybe 

you are overwhelmed with the work involved 

and have decided to just send money. That 

is your decision. You are part of a bigger 

organization. That bigger organization has 

decided that DfG will get some support but 

you decide what that means for you and you 

fill in what you will do on the template under 

Service (part 1) and that part of the strategic 

plan is complete.  

 

The second objective under Service is your 

own project that Altrusa is known for in your 

community. 
 

Strategic Planning 

Linda Beaver, LRSP 
 

Sometimes we make things harder or more 

complicated than they need to be. For 

example, take strategic planning. Sounds 

big! Sounds complicated! Sounds time 

consuming! Well I am here to say that the 

strategic planning process has gotten a bad 

rap and beg that you give it a second 

chance. Strategic planning is really just a 

set of written resolutions that you make to 

get yourself from where you are to where 

you want to be. The steps can be big or 

small. They can be whatever your club has 

decided is reasonable for them to get done.  

 

Altrusa International has addressed five 

areas that they want you as a club to include 

in your plan. These areas are Service, 

Marketing, Members (Membership), 

Leaders and Member Service. In this article 

I want to just address Service. The Goals 

and Objectives for these five areas are 

outlined in the template that is available on 

the site for Altrusa International. Your job is 

to decide what actions you will take to meet 

those goals and objectives.   

 

Service: 

There are two parts. 

 First, they want you to make plans 

to support a Signature Altrusa 

International Service Project. 

District Five has chosen “Days for 

Girls” as the International project 

that District Five will support. Now 

you need to decide what you will do 

to support that project. It can be as 

simple as discussing and sharing 

information about the project. You 

could decide to be more involved 

and raise funds for the project. You 

decide and that decision becomes 

part of your strategic plan.  

 

http://www.daysforgirls.org/
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We are also very lucky to have several DfG 

locations right here in our District. Many of 

the locations are open to whatever we can 

do. We have one location that has already 

volunteered to put all the “snaps” on the 

panty liner, since they have already 

purchased this machine. 

 

As we all know, communication is key. 

Again, I am hoping that District Five is 

leading the way here, too. For example, I 

had the chance to visit the Greater 

Birmingham club while I was in the Detroit 

metro area visiting family, and have made a 

valuable connection. Their club will be 

visiting our club this August with the 

purpose of discussing DfG and sharing 

ideas about the project. Their president, 

Joanne Ruzza, has very generously offered 

to us a serger sewing machine, the exact 

one DfG uses! We are very thankful to 

Greater Birmingham.  

 

Karyn Evans is hopeful we will have a 

minimum club participation of 80%, 

hopefully 100%. I feel very confident about 

this, with all of the feedback I have received. 

 

Feel free to contact me if you have any 

questions.: clhodson@charter.net 

Communications Chair/Webmaster 

Nancy Kuenzig 

 
I hope you all have heard that we now have 

a new website. The website address is 

Altrusa.org. You should have been sent the 

log in and password for the member 

section. If you did not please contact me 

and I will be glad to send it to you. 

Nkuenzig@yahoo.com.  

 

Deadline for the next two issues of the 

DSB’s are November 10, 2018 and January 

10, 2019 for Club articles, pictures, events  

and announcements are welcome. 
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Officer Club Visit Schedule 

Governor: 

 Akron 

 Battle Creek 

 Columbus 

 Dayton 

 Mansfield 

 Troy 

 Xenia 

 Youngstown 

 

Governor-Elect: 

 Grand Rapids 

 Greater Birmingham 

 Marion 

 Licking County 

 Springfield 

 

First Vice-Governor: 

 Findlay 

 Saginaw 

 Sidney 

 Tiffin 

 

Second Vice-Governor: 

 Branch County 

 Hamilton 

 Lorain County 

 Monroe 

 

Director I: 

 Chillcothe 

 Lima 

 

Direcotr II: 

 Bucyrus 

 Highland County 

 Washington Court House 

 

 Membership Chair 

Peggy Collins 

New Club/Revitalization Chair 

 Courtney Seibert 

 
Thanks to those who participated in the 

Building a Successful Club session at the 

District Five Conference. There was good 

discussion and sharing of experiences. 

Interaction like this is one of the best ways 

of gaining knowledge and ideas to put into 

action in each of our clubs. 

 

Conference calls with the Altrusa 

International Membership Committee 

emphasized telling your Altrusa story and 

the gains made in starting new clubs and 

retaining members. A short, one to two 

minute video of a member telling why they 

joined Altrusa, what their Club does for the 

community and the results of what their 

Club has accomplished can be put on 

Facebook and used as a recruitment tool. 

Several new clubs are in formation 

internationally and retention numbers are 

way up. Over the past several years, 800-

1000 members were lost per year. This year 

there were only 282 non-renewals. 

 

The new Membership Toolkit is on the 

Altrusa website with forms and information 

on recruiting, retention, revitalization, 

membership drives and orientation. 

Membership forms and what to include in a 

New Member Kit are also available. 

 

The membership/revitalization  chairs are 

willing and ready with a presentation for 

your board and/or members. We have 

already presented to Columbus and will visit 

Hamilton in August. We can also send you 

the power point presentation if your club 

would like to do the presentation. 

 

All District  Five members are invited to lend 

a hand in building a new club in 

southwestern (Mason/West Chester)  Ohio. 

If you know someone from the area or     

have any ideas for building this club,    

please contact Courtney Seibert, 

seibert.48@osu.edu.  

 

 

 

 

mailto:clhodson@charter.net
mailto:Nkuenzig@yahoo.com
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Celebrating A Half Century of Service 

In 1968, a young professional woman was asked to attend a local Altrusa meeting.  Having no clue about the organization she went to the 

meeting, liked what she heard and went back to another meeting.  “From then on I was an Altrusa, I liked what they did” recalls Norma 

Hiner, a District Five member and Past Altrusa International President.   

 

Norma became an active member of the Altrusa Club in Ashland, Ohio while working as a pharmacist and raising two boys with her husband, 

Henry “Hank” Hiner.  When asked what she liked about Altrusa Norma stated, “I liked the fact that I was working with other women; some 

of them scared me to death.  I was a young mother, and although I had a degree in pharmacy, I was now working with women who were 

professors and heads of departments at the college.  I was a bit intimidated, but I learned that they were wonderful women, nice, friendly, 

down to earth and everybody was working together to accomplish something to better their community.” 

In July, 1991 District Five members celebrated a historical moment when Norma Hiner was installed as Altrusa International President.  

She was presented a handmade quilt with all District Five Clubs represented on individual squares at her installation, a gift from the 

members of the District.  Norma served as International President from 1991 – 1993.   Norma reports that there have been many changes 

over the years that she has been a member.  “Our structure today is simplified from what it was then.  We had a classification system up 

until just a few years ago.  You had to be an executive or an owner or someone in a responsible position in order to be an Altrusan.  While 

we still carry that today we are not as formal with it and we have many, many wonderful members today that would not have been eligible 

in years gone by.”    

 

One of Norma’s favorite memories is the Meals on Wheels project that the Ashland Club started in the early 70’s.  She shared that this 

project is still in existence today in her community under the Council on Aging with federal funding.  She states “I think we did well.”   Norma 

further shared that the Ashland Club was also instrumental in establishing the Board, and founding Hospice in her county and “I am still 

amazed at what we did.”  Other memories are from her time serving as Club President, District Officer, or member of the District travelling 

to different Clubs in the district.   Norma’s most outstanding memory “is my two years as International President and the opportunity I had 

to go to New Zealand, to England, Ireland and around the United States.”  She found her time to be “wonderful growth experiences.”   

Unfortunately, the Altrusa Club of Ashland disbanded in 2001.  Norma then became a highly valued and respected member of the Altrusa 

Club of Mansfield where she continues to grow, serve, mentor and share her depth of knowledge. 

 

It is interesting how little has changed over the years.   Excerpts from an article written by Norma and published in The Altrusa Accent in 

June/July, 1992 while she was International President states:  “Growth, in both numbers and service, is absolutely essential if Altrusa is to 

remain a productive and meaningful organization…… We all have to work "together" to attract others into Altrusa……In addition to 

recruitment, our club meetings and service projects must be meaningful to our membership. Free time is jealously guarded, and we are 

competing with other local civic organizations, churches, and school activities --plus the demands of family and work. Meetings must be 

enjoyable, interesting and productive. And, if community service projects are relevant and meaningful, members will always find the time 

to be active…… We need new Altrusa clubs…… our history shows that growth was never hindered by war, economic depressions or troubled 

times. If your club is strong - internally and in service - you will attract new members. Altrusa is what you and I make it.”   Here we are 25 

years later still sending the same message to members.   

 

We are proud to know and learn from Norma Hiner, one of our District Five members who is a Lifetime Member of Altrusa International, Inc.  

Norma’s message for the future “I would love to see Altrusa move into the future as a strong vibrant worldwide organization serving their 

communities in so many ways.  We have such an opportunity and I hope that we will be able to take advantage of it.”   
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Meet District Five Nominating 

Committee: 

 

IRENE R. COLBERT 

Altrusa International of 

Xenia, OH 

 
CAROLE I. McWILSON 

Altrusa International of 

Youngstown, OH 

 

 
VICTORIA MCINTYRE 

Altrusa International of 

Monroe, MI 
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Club News 
 

Marion 
 

 
 

Dress for Success We did it again!!  Our 8th 

annual Dress for Success project was a 

huge success.  Many thanks to each of you 

not only from me, but from The Boys & Girls 

Club and Kohl's.   We made a difference in 

the lives of 23 children; 20 we took 

shopping and three who shopped with our 

earned Kohl's Cash.  Sadly, two children 

scheduled to shop did not come, but they 

did receive a filled backpack.   We could not 

do this project without the fantastic help 

from Karen at Boys & Girls Club and Tracie 

from Kohl’s.  They do so much to organize 

and make our shopping day run smoothly.  

Kohl's supports us with the grant, employee 

assistance, and their fantastic discounts.   

 

Columbus 

 
C O L U M B U S  M E T R O P O L I T A N  

L I B R A R Y  T H A N K S  A L T R U S A  F O R  

1 2  Y E A R S  O F  S U P P O R T  

 

 

 

In August, the Columbus Metropolitan 

Library thanked Altrusa of Columbus for 

donations the club has given to the library's 

Homework Help Centers over the past 12 

years. Altrusa has supported the centers 

since the first location was opened in the 

Linden Library in 2004. In the years since, 

club members have not only volunteered at 

the centers, but also given more than 

$30,000 in monetary donations! 

 

Hamilton  

 

 
 

Friday, October 19, 2018 at 11:30 – 

1:00pm @ Butler County Educational 

Service Center, 400 N. Erie Blvd. Hamilton, 

OH 45011 

 

Bucyrus 

 

 
 

Held their ROUTE 30 YARD SALE on AUG. 10 

& 11th at 825 W Mansfield St in Bucyrus 

(just across the tracks) on the South side of 

the road. 2 Begin Again Boutique donated 

some beautiful clothing for us to sell! 
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Akron Altrusa 

 
Members of Akron Altrusa hosted a 

chocolate tea for the women and children of 

Harvest Home Shelter. 

 

 

 
 

Branch County, MI 
 

Altrusa 2018 Golf Outing  

 
Our annual golf outing took place on Friday, 

May 25th at Coldwater Golf Course. We had 

a great turnout with 27 team (108 golfers) 

and also with the weather as it was a perfect 

day for golf. 

  

This year we had six Gold Sponsors ($500 

donations) which were Kiss Jewelry, Sekisui 

Voltec, Work Heath, Southern Michigan 

Bank & Trust, Chemical Bank and Cole Ford 

Lincoln.  

 

Other sponsors included: C & O Insurance & 

Infinity Mortgage Associates as the 

Scoreboard Sponsors, Tom Manning & 

Associates for the Beverage Cart 

Sponsorship, Mastronardi Produce: Pepper 

Co/Maroa Farms for Banquet Sponsorship, 

Karmen Case, Realtor- Hauska Home & 

Farm Real Estate was the Breakfast 

Sponsor, Branch County Community 

Foundation donated the  golf balls for 

goodie bags, Wal-Mart Distribution Center 

for Putting Green Sponsor and both Bobilya 

Chrysler Jeep Dodge and Sherry Haylett 

Homes and Rec. Properties were the Hole in 

One Sponsor.  

 

In addition to these we had over 10 Hole 

Sponsors ($200 donations) and around 50 

Tee Sponsors ($75 donations) and also 

numerous companies who donation items 

for the raffle.  

 

The winning teams were: 

 

Men’s Team– (L to R) Connor Covert, Jay 

Dogan, Curtis Covert, and Jeff Sheppard 
 

 
 

Women’s Team – (L to R) Becky Olds, Leslie 

Moore, Lisa Covert, and Kristin Smith 
 

 

Mixed Team – Scott Rzepka, Gary 

Werkman, Connie Downs, and Glenn White 
 

 
 

This year we even had a hole-in-one winner! 

Kevin Woodward made just the right swing, 

at just the right time, on just the right hole! 

His teammates were Eric Clancy, Dan 

Warner and Kurtis Woodward.  

 

This event is one of our biggest fundraisers 

and the year it seems to be again as we 

made over $16,000 to give back to our 

community!  

 

2018 Altrusa Golf Committee 

 

 
 

Highland County, Ohio 
 

Save the date! Our Book Sale will be Oct 11 

from 4-7 pm, October 12 9-3 and October 

13 from 9-1. This will be in the Rent 2 Own 

Shopping Center! 

 

District Five - http://districtfive.altrusa.org 
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20 Year Members: 
In the next serval issues we will be 

spotlighting clubs that have members who 

have been in Altrusa for 20 + years. 

 

Mansfield 
Linda Atwell – 29 

Kathy Perry – 25 

Janene Yeater – 20 

Jeanne Bishop – 39 

Connie DeVaualt – 31 

Gayle Gorman Greene – 38 

Iwana Wagner - 30 

 
Marion 
 Kathey Brinkman – 24 

 Deb Cooper – 21 

 Brenda Donagan – 21 

 Mary Ann Doyle – 22 

 Bev Imbody – 26 

 Shelley Rush – 22 

 Darlene Postell – 27 

 Fauzia Bukhan – 30 

 Phyllis Hendrix – 32 

 Grace Teel – 32 

 Lynda Williams – 32 

 Norma Castanien – 40 

 Marge Ferriman – 40 

 Carolyn Hittenrauch – 43 

 Marureen Welch – 42 

 Virginia Howard – 54 

 

Monroe 
 Darlene Luft – 29 

 Carolyn Cron – 35 

 Bonnie Doster – 31 

 Victoria McIntyre – 35 

 Debbie Haines - 42 

  

Licking County 
 Rachel Lanning – 41 

 Violet (Vi) Merritt – 41 

 Ruth Mullin - 51 

 

Sidney  
 Cynthia McRill – 23 

 Mary Lou Holly - 31 

District Five - http://districtfive.altrusa.org 

Mansfield: 

 
Altrusa of Mansfield Buddy Bags  

  
For over 50 years, Altrusa International’s 

mission has been to dedicate time and 

effort to improving communities across the 

globe.  The Mansfield Altrusa organization 

met at the Mansfield City Schools’ Board of 

Education Building to take the first steps in 

distributing “buddy bags” - kits for kids that 

were homeless or displaced around the 

area.    

 

This is a project that we began talking about 

a little over a year ago,” said Linda Williams, 

Co-Chair of the Tools for Schools Project.  

“We realized that the kids—because they’re 

so transient— needed some toys or games 

to occupy their time when they’re not at 

school.  They need nutritional snacks and 

personal care items.”  

 

Williams and the Co-Chair of the program, 

Susie Harlan, have worked on the project for 

over a year, securing funding through 

various local charities and businesses.  An 

Altrusa International Foundation Grant 

assisted with the funding for the program.  

The pair is coordinating the distribution of 

the Buddy Bags with Mansfield City School’s 

SAFE program, which is dedicated to 

helping students in need.  

  

“Every school district has an obligation to 

take care of the kids that are less 

fortunate,” said Phil Mitchell, Coordinator of 

the SAFE Program.  “That’s where Mansfield 

City Schools’ SAFE program comes in.  It 

stands for Student Achievement through 

Family Engagement, and the things that 

Altrusa have been supplying in these Buddy 

Bags help our families stay engaged.”    

 

Throughout the coming weeks, the bags will 

be dispensed to students chosen by the 

SAFE program.  Over 150 bags were created 

for the project, with supplies such as basic 

toiletries to coloring books and other items.                    

 
 

 

Grand Rapids, MI 

Altrusa International of Grand Rapids, MI 

Partners with Habitat for Humanity of Kent 

County to Bring Literacy to Families in their 

homes. 

As we know, literacy begins at home! Since 

November, 2016, Altrusa International of 

Grand Rapids has been making this happen 

for families who are getting homes through 

Habitat For Humanity Kent County.   

Through an $1,800.00  grant with our 

parent organization, Altrusa International, 

we have been able to partner with Habitat 

for Humanity to provide age-appropriate 

books and school supplies to families 

moving into new homes in Grand Rapids. 

 
Our Service Committee has been active in 

finding books, back packs, and other fun 

things to encourage literacy. The gifts are 

presented during house dedications. The 

following table shows the number of 

children we have been able to help.  

 

MONTH PROVIDED CHILDREN 

HELPED 

November, 2016 3 

December, 2016 2 

February, 2017 2 

May, 2017 5 

June, 2017 3 

July, 2017 2 

September, 2017 4 

December, 2017 3 

February, 2018 3 

March, 2018 11 

May, 2018 3 

June, 2018 3 

July, 2018 2 

Total 46 
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Altrusa has used a portion of our funds to 

partner with the Xenia Community Schools 

Foundation who recently awarded $25,000 

in grants to the Xenia Community Schools. 

These grants will fund projects that are 

innovative and provide enhancements to 

the standard school curriculum. Altrusa has 

Literacy and Leadership as our guideposts 

and so we partner to help fund literacy 

projects. This year we chose two grants to 

help fund. Both are in K-5 buildings. One is 

a single teacher grant (Book Club – Creating 

Life-Long Readers) for an after school book 

club.  The other (“Well Loved Classics”) is for 

replacements for much loved classics in the 

libraries in each of the five buildings. 

Altrusa’s name appears on a plaque in each 

building as a supporter of that grant. We are 

a part of the publications recognizing the 

grants. Part of our mission is to be known 

for Literacy in our community.  

 

Battle Creek, MI 

 

 
 

Members of Altrusa International of Battle 

Creek, MI participated in the All Woman 

Build for Habitat for Humanity in May 2018. 
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Ducky Dash on July 26, 2018 Altrusa Park 

in Monroe, Michigan 

 

Xenia 
Author: Linda Chaney Beaver 

 

We send a special thanks to all those who 

supported the Xenia Altrusa High Tea. There 

were about 160 in attendance.  The theme 

“History of Handkerchiefs” was well 

received. Money from the High Tea goes to 

support our Scholarship and literacy 

projects in the Xenia Community. We 

applied for and received a grant from the 

Greene Memorial Hospital Foundation to 

provide food for the tea allowing us to profit 

more from the ticket sales.  

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Monroe, MI 
 

 Altrusa International of Monroe MI was 

proud to support the Downtown Monroe 

Business Network Ducky Dash.  A friendly 

crowd passed our awareness table.  We 

had brochures and bookmarks to hand 

out.  The small performance stage was 

utilized for announcing the winners of the 

Ducky Dash.  Free popcorn by Monroe 

Bank and Trust.  Free carriage rides 

available.  And then “Shout” (the Beatles 

tribute band) performed at 7pm in St. 

Mary’s Park on the other side of the river.  

Huge success.  A week before the event, 

the county sent a work crew over to clean 

up.  The day before “Serve Monroe” 

(church youth groups from around the 

city) came to paint and pretty up the park.  

Altrusa Park is getting loads of attention 

this year. 
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Members of Battle Creek also collected ove 

1000 diapers for United Way. 

 

THE ALTRUSA CLUB OF FINDLAY 

Christmas in Sept. Bus Trip 

 
To Frankenmuth and Bronner’s 

SEPT. 29     $50 PER PERSON 

8:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. Meeting location to 

be emailed to participants. 

 

Contact Findlay President at: 

FindlayAltrusa@yahoo.com to see if 

space is still available.  

 
In addition, the Service Committee is gifting 

books to Findlay elementary and middle 

schools in conjunction with the Mazza 

Museum's Underground Railroad Traveling 

Exhibit. The books will provide permanent 

reminders of the applications: Be brave. 

Speak out. Help others. (Info. on possible 

books will be provided after all the art is 

finalized.) 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 Troy, OH  
 

The Altrusa International of Troy, Ohio 

awards 16 literacy grants.  As a result of the 

successful Bee For Literacy held in March a 

total of $5394.69 was distributed to the 

following 2018 Spelling Bee Grant 

Recipients: 

 

Brukner Nature Center - Debra Oexmann; 

Child Care Choices – Betsy Hamman; First 

Presbyterian Church – Stefanie Swift;    

Miami East – MVCTC, FFA Chapter – Marie 

Carity;  Oakes – Beitman Memorial Library – 

Andria Wise and Sarah Ullery; Piqua Parents 

as Partners – Adele Penrod and Kim 

Lawson; Reading for Change – Betsy 

Widener; Piqua City Schools, Springcreek 

Primary School 3rd grade – Jackie Thase-

Burch; Troy City Schools, Concord 

Elementary 2nd grade – Tricia Fellers; Troy 

City Schools, Cookson Elementary 3rd grade 

– Shelley Stewart; Troy City Schools, Hook 

Elementary 5th grade – Greg Gustin; Troy 

City Schools, Van Cleve 6th grade – Liberty 

Bowman; Troy City Schools, Van Cleve 

6th grade – Chad Dillow; Troy City Schools, 

Van Cleve 6th grade – Jeremy Hughes; Troy 

City Schools, Van Cleve 6th grade – Becky 

Klosterman and Troy City Schools, Van 

Cleve 6th grade – Lori Shewman. 

 

The Altrusa Club of Troy was chartered on 

June 30, 1948.  It’s longest continuing 

project has been Mobile Meals since 1973.  

In March 1993, the first Bee For Literacy 

was held and to date has raised over 

$100,000 to benefit local literacy projects.  

For more information on this and other 

services of the Altrusa International of Troy, 

Ohio visit www.altrusaoftroyohio.org. 

 

 

Branch County, MI 
 

HAPPY FEET AND TEEN S.H.A.R.E. 

 
For the 2017-2018 year we distributed 478 

pairs of footwear at a cost of $9,398.80.  

Overall, we have provided 3,720 pairs in the 

10 years of the program at a cost of 

$54,067.17.  Costs for footwear has 

steadily risen, from $10 to $14 to $20 per 

order.  Boots are generally 34% to 44% of 

our orders.  Because of the rising costs we 

will be exploring new sponsorships. 

 

In the meantime, we were fortunate to 

recently receive $500 from the Exchange 

Club and $500 in gift cards from Meijer.  A 

donation request has been sent to SMBT.  It 

will be necessary for WalMart 

Distribution/Transportation to conduct 

another event to qualify us for another 

grant. 

 

Committee members this year are:  Pat 

Myers, Jan Storrs, Mary Feller, Carol Shiery, 

Dola Gleeson, Julie Zorn, and Chair, Connie 

Winbigler. 

Pictured are Brenda Hackett, Retail 

Administrative Assistant at Meijer and 

Connie receiving the $500 gift cards. 

 

 
 

http://www.altrusatroy.com/
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Thank you to our dedicated and 

enthusiastic Altrusa mentors: 

 

Candace Newkirk, Chair 

Tracy Richer, Co-chair 

Diane Brenner 

Cindy Gardner 

Susan Merkle 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Quincy ASTRA 

Members of our newly established Quincy 

ASTRA Club participated in their first project 

by helping out at the annual July 4th Quincy 

Rotary Pork Chop Barbeque and Friends of 

the Quincy Library pie sale.  There were 

approximately 500 people who attended 

the annual event.  Nine ASTRA members 

helped serve patrons both at the inside and 

outside tables, cleaned tables, sold pies, 

cleaned up after the event, and anything 

else they were asked to do.  Our members 

were all smiles and ‘stepped up to the plate’ 

for their first event.  The Quincy Rotary was 

very pleased with their help and asked if 

they would like to make this an annual 

event.  There was a lot of interest regarding 

our ASTRA table in the dining room, which 

displayed information about ASTRA with 

ASTRA applications for students / parents / 

guardians to fill out.  A very special thank 

you to Tracy Richer and Cindy Gardner who 

helped direct the members during their first 

event. 

 

During the week of the Quincy Middle and 

High Schools’ open houses, August 13-17, 

2018, we will have ASTRA information 

tables attended by ASTRA students who 

have already turned in their applications, 

along with Altrusa mentors, to help sign up 

other students interested in joining ASTRA.  

Membership is open to grades 8 through 

12.  At the start of the new school year this 

coming August, we will hold our first official 

meeting(s).  ASTRA students, after 

completion of their first project, will be 

presented with a Quincy ASTRA tee shirt. 

 

ASTRA is the first community service 

organization in the Quincy Middle and High 

School system, and we are very excited to 

offer ASTRA to the students.  There has 

been a lot of excitement created for bringing 

ASTRA into the schools.  I’m sure we will 

receive many more applications once the 

new school year begins. 
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 Message from International President 

Why did you join Altrusa?  For many of us it 

was an opportunity to meet with other like 

minded people and make a difference in our 

communities through service.   Why do we 

remain members?   For many of us it is the 

friendships that we make working alongside 

other Altrusans while making a difference in 

our communities through service.   The key 

is is service and this is a great time in the 

Altrusa year to invite potential members to 

club events.   I am sure that there are many 

others out there like you and I that want to 

make a difference through service and want 

to make new friendships.  Sometimes it is 

all too easy to make decisions for other 

people, and I think we are all guilty of this 

from time to time.  You know of someone 

who might be interested but you don’t ask 

because you think they are too busy or that 

they are involved in another community 

organisation so won’t want to also be 

involved in Altrusa.   Now is the time to invite 

people that might be interested along to 

club service events, club fundraisers and 

club meetings.  Make the experience a 

positive one, make them feel needed,  and 

let them make the decision  Remember 

many hands make light work and the more 

Altrusans we have the more lives we can 

change through service.   Who are you 

inviting? 

 
Leanne Milligan 

International President 2017-2019 

 
 

OCTOBER 

1 October 

International Day of Older Persons   

 

2 October 

International Day of Non-Violence   

World Habitat Day   

 

5 October 

World Teachers’ Day   

 

9 October 

World Post Day   

10 October 

World Mental Health Day  

11 October 

International Day of the Girl Child   

 

13 October 

International Day for Disaster Reduction  

World Migratory Bird Day   

 

15 October 

International Day of Rural Women   

 

16 October 

World Food Day   

 

17 October 

International Day for the Eradication of 

Poverty   

 

20 October (every five years, beginning in 

2010) 

World Statistics Day  

 

24 October 

United Nations Day ) 

World Development Information Day   

27 October 

World Day for Audiovisual Heritage   

 

31 October 

World Cities Day  

  

NOVEMBER  

2 November 

International Day to End Impunity for 

Crimes against Journalists   

 

5 November 

World Tsunami Awareness Day  

 

6 November 

International Day for Preventing the 

Exploitation of the Environment in War and 

Armed Conflict   

 

10 November 

World Science Day for Peace and 

Development  

 

14 November 

World Diabetes Day   

 

16 November 

International Day for Tolerance   

World Philosophy Day  

 

19 November 

World Toilet Day   

World Day of Remembrance for Road 

Traffic Victims  

 

20 November 

Africa Industrialization Day   

Universal Children’s Day  

 

21 November 

World Television Day   

 

25 November 

International Day for the Elimination of 

Violence against Women   

 
29 November 

International Day of Solidarity with the 

Palestinian People   

 

30 November 

Day of Remembrance for all Victims of 

Chemical Warfare  
 

 

International Conventions 
 

 2019 Reno, Nevada  

 2021 Quebec City, Quebec, Canada 

 

 

http://www.un.org/en/events/olderpersonsday/
http://www.un.org/en/events/nonviolenceday/index.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/events/habitatday/
http://en.unesco.org/themes/teachers/world-teachers-day
http://www.un.org/en/events/postday/
http://www.who.int/mental_health/world-mental-health-day/en/
http://www.un.org/en/events/girlchild/
http://www.un.org/en/events/disasterreductionday/
https://www.worldmigratorybirdday.org/
http://www.un.org/en/events/ruralwomenday/
http://www.fao.org/world-food-day/2017/home/en/
http://www.un.org/en/events/povertyday/
http://www.un.org/en/events/povertyday/
http://www.un.org/en/events/statisticsday/
http://www.un.org/en/events/unday/
http://www.un.org/en/events/devinfoday/
http://www.un.org/en/events/audiovisualday/
http://www.un.org/en/events/citiesday/
http://www.un.org/en/events/journalists/
http://www.un.org/en/events/journalists/
http://www.un.org/en/events/tsunamiday/
http://www.un.org/en/events/environmentconflictday/
http://www.un.org/en/events/environmentconflictday/
http://www.un.org/en/events/environmentconflictday/
http://www.un.org/en/events/scienceday/
http://www.un.org/en/events/scienceday/
http://www.un.org/en/events/diabetesday/
http://www.un.org/en/events/toleranceday/
http://www.un.org/en/events/philosophyday/
http://www.un.org/en/events/toiletday/
http://www.un.org/en/events/trafficvictimsday/
http://www.un.org/en/events/trafficvictimsday/
http://www.un.org/en/events/africaday/
http://www.un.org/en/events/childrenday/
http://www.un.org/en/events/televisionday/
http://www.un.org/en/events/endviolenceday/
http://www.un.org/en/events/endviolenceday/
http://www.un.org/en/events/palestinianday/index.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/events/palestinianday/index.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/events/chemwarfareday/
http://www.un.org/en/events/chemwarfareday/

