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Dear Atrusans, 
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Thank you to all of our Altrusans who have worked hard this year so far. 
 

Our 9th annual Spelling Bee for Literacy was a great success in October 2018. Through that date, we 
have donated over $32,000 to literacy projects in Butler County. 

 
Our Holiday Auction and Bake Sale was also a success in November 2018. We were grateful to have 
Neil and Kay Webster from the Dayton Club as our guest auctioneers again this time. 

 
Our shoe collection for international service project is well underway. We are thankful for the 
donation of a free storage unit for five months at a location in Pisgah. We hope to schedule the pick- 
up date in mid-February. 

 
On a sadder note, we lost our own Emeritus member Jill Gaynor in October, and also Kay Webster 
from Dayton in late November. Two very special ladies who will be greatly missed! 

 
Do you have any suggestions to make our local club a better group? Please speak up! We would love 
to hear from you! 

 
Yours, in Altrusa friendship, 
Mary Kuenzig 

 
ӾӾӾӾӾӾӾӾӾӾӾӾӾ 

 

International Presidents’ Message: 

 

“It is that time of the year when we find ourselves celebrating in all sorts of ways.”……. “As we head 
towards the end of 2018 it is time for us to look back on a year of service to those in need, take a short 
break before launching into 2019. As 2019 dawns many of us will make New Year’s resolutions. While 
setting personal goals perhaps it is also timely for us to consider Club goals, set some 2019 resolutions 
for our clubs and perhaps create some new traditions” 

 

Leanne Milligan, International President 2017-2019 
Excerpt from The Altrusa COMPASS 
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Jill Gaynor died peacefully on October 22, 
2018 at the age of 77. She was born on 
August 10, 1941 to Mary Fisher Gaynor 
and John Joseph Gaynor. Jill was a 1959 
graduate of Albany High School in Albany, 
Indiana and a 1963 graduate of the 
University of Cincinnati with a Degree in 
Commercial Art. 
Jill is survived by her brother, John, 
nieces, and nephews. Jill is also survived 
by her special close friends Joan Witt, 
Meg Witt, Gail Thornton, Judy Royse, and 
Steve and Kelly Lay. Jill leaves behind 
many close friends and helped create a 
family atmosphere in the organizations in 
which she was involved including: the 
Hamilton Journal-News and United Way, 
both her employers; Lindenwald Kiwanis 
Club; Vision 2020; and her bridge club. Jill 
was an award-winning artist, who loved 
animals, and she leaves behind her 
beloved dog, Rocky. 
Jill was very involved in Altrusa of 
Hamilton. She was recently granted the 
honor of “Emeritus Status”. She first 
joined in 1982; served as 2nd Vice 
President and then as President for two 
years. She then served on the 
scholarship, vocational, and service 
committees as well as public relations 
and newsletter. She served as co- 

chairman of the “Hamilton Bells on 
Independence Day Parade” for two years, 
on the parade committee for one year 
and did parade publicity for another year. 

(Continued Page 3) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Altrusa International 
Vision Statement 

Altrusa is a leader among 
international organizations 

improving communities 
worldwide through a network of 

member clubs. 
 
 

Mission Statement 
ATo improve communities by 

providing service, developing 
leadership, fostering international 

understanding and ensuring 
fellowship through an 

international network of 
dedicated volunteers 

 
 

“What is Altrusa?” 
Altrusa is an international non- 
profit organization, making our 
local communities better through 
leadership, partnership, and 
service. We are civic-minded 
people who strive to create better 
communities worldwide. 

 
“What Does Altrusa Do?” 

Giving over 1 million hours 

annually, across 12 countries, our 

focus is Literacy, with general 

service areas in HIV/AIDS and 

Disaster Relief. Additionally, 

individual clubs meet a wide 

variety of local needs. You may 

know us locally by our “Adult 

Spelling Bee”, Annual Scholarship 

Awards, and “Bells on 

Independence Day Parade”, 

Marionette Show, or through our 

past local Foundation Projects. 

 
Altrusa Beginnings 

The first Altrusa Club was 
organized in Nashville, TN in 
1917, and it became Altrusa 
International in 1935. Altrusa 
was the first organization of 
business and professional 
women. Our Hamilton Club was 
organized in 1923. 

 
Altrusa of Hamilton 

Share Altrusa with others! 

Elevator Speech 

Altrusa is a membership-based, 

non-profit volunteer service 

organization.  We focus on 

ways to support literacy and our 

community in a variety of ways 

to make a positive impact. 

http://districtfive.altrusa.org/Club-Locations/Ohio-Clubs/Hamilton-Ohio/Hamilton-club-info.aspx


3 
http://districtfive.altrusa.org/Club-Locations/Ohio-Clubs/Hamilton-Ohio/Hamilton-club-info.aspx 

 

Ja1 

Article text goes here 

where  
 

Jill Gaynor Sympathies 
(Continued) 

 
She then moved to Tucson, Arizona, 
in the 1990’s where she became a 
member of that club until it lost its 
charter. 
In 2005, she returned to Hamilton 
and renewed her membership in our 
local club. She has held these offices. 
She was a Director for two years and 
President Elect for one year. She, 
once again, served on several 
committees: communications, 
service, membership as well as judge 
for the July 4th Parade for many 
years. 
A Celebration of Life was held in 
November. Jill was loved by her 
family, friends, and community. She 
will be greatly missed. 

 

Betty Jane Christopher 
 

Hamilton Altrusa Club members also 
offer our condolences and prayers to 
Kathy Carmack whose mother, Betty 
Christopher, passed away in 
Hamilton, on Monday, October 22, 
2018. Born In 1931, Betty was 87. 
Preceded in death by her husband, 
Claud, as well as other family 
members, and son-in-law, Gregg 
Carmack, Betty is survived by six 
children and blessed with seventeen 
grandchildren, thirty-two great 
grandchildren, and four great, great 
grandchildren. 
Altrusa Hamilton members became 
very close to Betty who attended 
many of our events with Kathy and 
her sisters. 
We will keep Betty, Kathy, and the 
entire family in our thoughts and 
prayers. 

********************** 

Criteria for Service Hours 
Altrusa Meetings - 
Administration Time on Club, 
District or International 
operations (includes activities 
such as yearbook, newsletter, or 
website preparation, internal 
operating committee meetings, 
planning and execution of 
leadership training, serving as 
presenter/ facilitator/delegate at 
conventions or conferences, 
etc.). 

 

Altrusa Service – Time spent for 
service projects and activities 
sanctioned by  Altrusa.  It 
includes time spent in planning 
preparation, execution, and 
evaluation of external 
fundraisers and Altrusa service 
projects (operating and internal 
fundraisers to fund the operating 
budget do NOT qualify for service 
projects). 

 
Other Service - Number of other 
volunteer service hours donated 
to non-Alturas organizations (for 
example, volunteer work, in 
hospitals, schools, libraries, and 
not-for-profit organizations and 
activities such as mentoring, 
tutoring, etc.). 

 

Service Hours 

Please make sure you get your 

service hours recorded on the 

sheet attached and passed out at 

the business meetings. The 

hours will be recorded on the 

master forms. 

L O C A L C L U B 

C A L E N D A R 

 
 
 

 
Communications Meeting – TBD 

 
January 22, 2019 - Board Meeting – 
Fairfield Twp. Police & Admin. 
Building, 6:00 P.M. 

 
February 1, 2019 – All District Award 
Entries must be completed and 
postmarked 

 
February 12, 2019– Business Meeting 

Richards Pizza – 6:00 P.M. 

February 12, 2019 – Service 
Committee Meeting – 5:30 P.M. 

 

February 12, 2019 – Finance 
Committee Meeting – 5:30 P.M. 

 
February 26, 2019 – Board Meeting - 
Fairfield Twp. Police & Admin. 
Building, 6:00 P.M. 

February 

American Heart Month 
Black History Month 

 
February 1 National Freedom Day 
February 2 Groundhog Day 
February 4 World Cancer Day 
February 6 Frozen Yogurt Day 
February 9 National Pizza Day 
February 12 Make A Friend Day 
February 14 Valentine’s Day 
February 18 Presidents’ Day 
February 20 World Day of Justice 
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MONEY MAKERS 

K R O G E R C O M M U N I T Y 

R E W A R D S P R O G R A M 

It is not too late to participate in the 

Kroger Rewards program. Just 

register your Kroger Plus cards. If you 

do not have a Kroger Plus card, they 

are available at the customer service 

desk at your favorite store. Please 

share the information with your 

friends and family members. 

This is such an easy way to raise 

money, and we encourage all 

members to help. 

 
 

 

 

 

Elementary School 

Donations 

Our program of donations for the 

Hamilton City Schools continues. 

Members will be advised of items to 

bring to the February meeting. 

 
 
 

****************** 

Box Tops for  Education 

Please continue to give your “Box 

Tops for Education” to Carol Bondoc 

at every meeting. They help 

community schools. 

 

 
♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 

 

 

Egg Carton Collection 

Please bring your clean, empty egg 
cartons to the business meetings. We 
continue to collect them. 

District Five News 
DSB 

 

2019 Howard Johnson Lima Ohio 
Hosted by Sidney, April 26-28 

 
2020 Holiday Inn, Youngstown 
Hosted by Youngstown May 1 

 

Distinguished Club Award 
 

Congratulations to the following 
District Five Clubs who achieved 
Distinguished Club status: 

Hamilton, Ohio 

 
Emeritus Members 

Emeritus members approved: 
Jill Gaynor, Hamilton 

 
 

 

Excerpt from Altrusa 

International Foundation 

Letter 

 
Dear Hamilton Ohio Club Members, 

Congratulations! The Grants 
Committee of the Altrusa International 
Foundation has selected your club to 
receive a grant in the amount of $4,000 
for the For the Love of Literacy. The 
members of Hamilton, Ohio, are to be 
commended for their interest and 
support of this worthwhile service 
opportunity. 

 

Thank you, Germaine, Mary Jane, and 
all Altrusans involved in the project. 

 
“Books Can Make Dreams 

Come True” 

9th Annual 

LITERACY BUZZ 

The Altrusa Hamilton Club 
hosted its 9th annual “Literacy 
Buzz” Spelling Bee at the Butler 
County Educational Services 
Center (BCESC) in Hamilton on 
October 19. 
Five teams, each with three 

people, competed in the Bee, 
with easy to challenging words 
such as “approachable” and 
“tonsillectomy”. Attendees 
included Hamilton Major Pat 
Moeller and BCESC 
Superintendent, Chris Brown. 
Word pronouncer was Paul 
Thoms and Judges were Eva 
Keller, Brandon Wiers, and Kathy 
Dudley. Participants and guests 
enjoyed a delicious catered lunch 
and door prizes. All funds raised 
from this annual event will be 
used for Altrusa sponsored 
literacy-based scholarships and 
grants in Butler County.  For 
more information about the 
Altrusa Club, contact Mary 
Kuenzig at 513-300-1537 or see 
Facebook page, Altrusa 
International of Hamilton Ohio, 
Inc. 

Local, District, and 

Int’l Websites 

District Five, Altrusa 
International, Inc. 

http://www.districtfive.altrusa.org/ 

 
Altrusa International, Inc. 
www.altrusa.com 

 

Altrusa of Hamilton’s Facebook 
page: 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Alt 

rusa-International-Inc-of-Hamilton- 

Ohio/1472967966339504?fref=ts. 
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♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦♦ 
 

November Birthdays 

November 11 –Bobbi Hesselgrave 
November23 – Auria Bibelhausen 

November24 – Joyce Thall 
 

December Birthdays 
 

December 18 – Dana Enrico 
December 22 – Mary Jane Mayer 

 

 

 
January in Review 

 
 2nd Shoe Drive is a Success. 

Tentative pick-up date is – 
Saturday, February 2, 2019. 

 

 Entries for District Awards 
discussed. Applications due 
February 1st. 

 

 Birthdays were honored with 
a song. 

 

 Nominating Committee is 
working on officers. 

 

 2019 Spelling Bee was 
discussed. 

 

 Party is being planned for 
YWCA Residence Program. 

 

 Volunteers needed for to 
help with books at Front 
Street Presbyterian Dinner 
and Zion Lutheran Church 
Dinner. 

2018 – 2019 
ALTRUSA OFFICERS 

 

President: Mary Kuenzig 
President Elect: 
Vice-President: Joan Witt 
Recording Secretary: 

Joann Koch 
Corresponding Secretary: 

Joan Witt 
Treasurer: Mary Jane Mayer 
Immediate Past President: 

Kathy Jackson 
Directors: 

2018 – 2019 Carol Bondoc 
2017 – 2019 Nancy Schwab 

Germaine Vonderhaar 

 
¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥ 

 

Pictured above Left to Right: 
Nancy Schwab, Past President, 

and Anita Harper, member 

 

Altrusa of Hamilton presents a Past 
Presidents’ Award annually to a deserving 
Altrusan for stepping up to help. In 2018, 
that award was given to Anita Harper for 
her support to the Presidents. Anita, a 
new member, volunteered to help take 
pictures, take over our Facebook page, 
and assist with shoe drive and booth at 
the antique mall. Congratulations Anita! 

 
 

 
President: Mary Kuenzig 
Newsletter Editor: 

ӾӾӾӾӾӾӾӾӾӾӾӾӾӾ 

 
 

The f 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Float above was awarded the 

Altrusa International of Hamilton’s 
Founders Award for their 
representation of the 2018 theme for 
the Bells on Independence Day 
Parade. 

This year’s theme was “Celebrating 
Hamilton’s 17 Strong 
Neighborhoods”. 

The float was built and decorated 
by Troop 935 pictured below. The 
troop was awarded $150.00. 

Sister Support 
A reminder to call Margie 

Anderson (513- 863-0138) if 

you know of an Altrusa sister 

who is ill, has lost a family 

member, or is going through 

a tough time and could use 

an encouraging word! 
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‘ 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Finance Committee 

 

ASTRA 

 

 

Co-chairs: Kathy Jackson 

Nancy Schwab 

Germaine Vonderhaar 

 

 
High School Scholarship Recipients 
Left to Right: Nancy Schwab, Altrusa; 
Katherine Baker, Hamilton High 
School, ASTRA Scholarship; Isabel 
Dingeldein, Hamilton High School; 
Analise Sulentic, Madison High 
School; Tori Childers, Edgewood 
High School, Pat Renners 
Scholarship; and Germaine 
Vonderhaar, Altrusa 

 
Non-Traditional Student Scholarship 

 

 
 

Ross Grubb, Hamilton City Schools 
Aspire Program, Southern New 
Hampshire University & Nancy 

Schwab, Altrusa 

 

Co-chairs: Bobbi Hesselgrave 

& Mary Jane Mayer 

 

HOLIDAY AUCTION 
FUNDRAISER 

On November 13, 2o18, Altrusa of 
Hamilton sponsored its annual Holiday 
Auction and Fundraiser. 

Members, friends, Alltrusa Alumni, and 
prospective members enjoyed an evening 
of hors d’oeuvres’, comradery, and a bit 
of Christmas shopping at the annual 
event. 

Once again, Neil Webster, Altrusa 
Dayton, provided his expertise as our 
auctioneer. 
Three different venues were offered to 
all who attended. It was a great evening. 

Chair: Kathy Jackson 

 

ASTRA 
**The Hamilton High School ASTRA 
Program has a new advisor. Her name is 
Patty Gibbons. Students had their 
initiation ceremony and continue to 
provide service to agencies in the 
Hamilton area. 

 

ӾӾӾӾӾӾӾӾӾӾӾӾӾӾӾӾ 

 
Service Committee 

 
The Service Committee has a 

variety of projects planned for 
February and beyond. 

The annual party for YWCA 
residents will be held in the next few 
months. The Committee will advise 
dates and times. 

Members are asked to bring 
donations to the February meeting for 
the elementary schools. They need 
sweatpants, socks, underwear, and 
jackets. 

Volunteers are needed to help 
children pick out books during the 
community meals at Front Street 
Presbyterian Church on Friday 
evening and Zion Lutheran Church 
on Thursday evening. 

Volunteer opportunities for Shared 
Harvest were sent out via email by 
Joan Witt. Volunteers are needed: 
Monday afternoons and Wednesday 
and Friday mornings in February. 

Washcloths are still needed for the 
“Days for Girls Projects”. Let Mary 
Kuenzig know if you have 
washcloths. 

 
Holiday Auction 

 

 

 
Education 
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To 
le Education 

Non-Traditional Student Scholarship 
 

 

Left - Nancy Schwab, Altrusa; 
Right - Ashleigh Johnson, Cincinnati 

State Technical and Community 
College, Ann Diefenbacher 

Scholarship with her children 
 

Ashleigh was recommended for the 
scholarship by the Director of the 
Midwest Culinary Institute at 
Cincinnati State. 

 

A third student was also awarded a 
grant for her studies. Her name is 
Alisha Sluss. She is a student at 
Miami University Hamilton and will 
continue to study at Miami with her 
grant. She currently carries a 4.0 
grade point average. 

 

International Literacy Day 

Celebration 

 

 
In honor of literacy month, two 

students were honored for their 

achievement and dedication to 

their HSE studies in the Aspire 

Program. Ryan Jovanovich, left, 

and Leslie Newsom, right, are 

pictured above with Nancy 

Schwab. The students were 

presented with certificates at the 

dinner that evening. 

 
MEMBERSHIP 

 
This month’s 

 
Membership is the focus of 

Altrusa International and 

Hamilton. Excerpt from 

“99 Opportunities To Find 

New Altrusans”. The next 

nine are listed below: 
 

28. Brag a little……we do good 
work, let people know. 

29.  Meet ASTRA member’s 
parents. Invite them to a 
meeting. 

30. Let people know that we 
don’t have time 
requirements like some 
other service organizations. 
We “do what we can, when 
we can.” This will appeal to 
many. 

31. Send brag notes to friends 
with pictures from your 
best service project. 

32. Create Altrusa business 
cards or calling cards. Be 
ready to share whenever 
the opportunity arises. 

33. Ask to speak at a 
neighborhood association 
meeting. 

34. Send a note of 
congratulations when you 
see a special appointment 
or achievement in the local 
newspaper. 

35. Urge local TV and Radio 
Stations to run Altrusa 
public service 
announcement. 

36. Send postcards to local 
businesses asking for a 
representative of their 
company to attend a 
meeting. 

 
COMMUNICATIONS 

 

Chair: Nancy Schwab 

 
Visit our Facebook page: Altrusa 
International of Hamilton Ohio, 
Inc.  From your Facebook page, 
or use the link 
https://www.facebook.com/page 
s/Altrusa-International-Inc-of- 
Hamilton- 
Ohio/1472967966339504?fref=ts 
from your browser. “Like” the 
Altrusa page and invite your 
Friends to “Like” the page. It’s a 
way for people to see Altrusa of 
Hamilton’s activities and events. 

 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

FINANCE 

 

Several fundraising projects are 
currently in process: 

The first is the Altrusa of Hamilton 
cookbook which has been very 
popular. Help is still needed to sell 
those cookbooks that are left. 

The second is our booth at the 
Antique Mall in West Chester. Items 
are still needed for the booth. Just 
let Dana or Anita know if you have 
items or bring them to meetings. 

The third is our Annual Spring 
Flower Sale which will be here 
before we know it. Plans are just 
beginning. 

 
Discussions are being held to 

decide which fundraisers are most 
beneficial to the club. There will be 
more to come on those decisions
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