
 

In this Issue 
Club Events  

Club minutes 

Photos 

AAllttrruussiiaannaa  

President’s Message 

this weekend. You have done many 
outstanding things this year and my 
goal this coming year is to continue to 
get FIndlay the recognition they de-
serve. As we plan our year we will be 
picking projects to submit for the award 
categories and taking photos and sav-
ing substantiating material to submit. 
We will also be exploring the possibility 
of bidding on a future Conference to be 
held in Findlay. This would be at least 
3 years out, so lots of time to plan.   
 
I'm looking forward to our President's 
dinner and Scholarship presentation! I 
am so excited that we received so 
many outstanding applications this 
year! I know the Membership commit-
tee has put together a great dinner and 
I hope to see everyone attend along 
with our Past Presidents. May 15th will 
be a great night. Thank you to all who 
have put in so much work on this even-
ing and the scholarships.  
 
God Bless, 
Gwen 
 

Fellow Altrusans, 
 
We had so much to celebrate in LIma 
this past weekend as eight of us at-
tended the 65th annual District Five 
Conference. Our conference theme of 
Big Plans has inspired me to make Big 
Plans for FIndlay for the year ahead!  I 
am looking forward to the installation of 
our new board members and starting 
the program and project planning for the 
year ahead. I will be asking each of you 
to step up and try new things. As our 
Governor Karyn Evans shared this 
weekend “Yes” stands for “Yours in Ex-
ceptional Service.” I hope your answer 
will be YES as we ask for Committee 
Chairs, Project Chairs etc. I will be 
sending out a Survey Monkey to the 
membership to inquire about prefer-
ences for programs and projects, train-
ing you would like to see, areas of in-
terest for committee assignments and 
more. Please respond and let your 
voices be heard.  
 
In a separate article I have shared the 
highlights of Conference. I can't tell you 
how proud I was to represent Findlay 
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The Altrusa International of Findlay met on Monday, 
April 1, 2019, at St Paul’s UMC. The meeting was called 
to order by President Gwen Pahl at 6:32 PM. 

Secretary Deb Foster called roll with 14 members pre-
sent. We also had 1 guest, Linda Schurch. The minutes 
from the last meeting were approved. 

A thank you was shared from the YMCA for our partici-
pation in packing Feed a Child bags. A thank you was 
also passed from Deb Foster for the flower and kind-
nesses shared at her Dad, George Rehm’s passing. 
 
March 31, 2019 Treasurer’s Report was given by Denise 
Heilman. Club checking and savings account total bal-
ance is $1,939.38. Foundation checking account bal-
ance is $8,420.28. 
 
Guest Speaker for the evening, Linda Schurch, gave a 
presentation on Blanchard Valley Center and the Han-
cock County Board of Developmental Disabilities. She 
described the many services they provide and encour-
aged the support of their levy in the upcoming election. 
  
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Communication – Deadline for May newsletter is April 
30. Please have report from each committee to Karen 
Knaur. 

Membership –Kendra James shared a draft of New 
Member Information Tri-fold. It was well received with 
minor changes suggested. She will have 100 printed 
and available at Vendor Fair. She will send it to mem-
bers for their review. 

Our Nominating Committee will be Laurie Ulm, Fran Wil-
liams and Cindy Lininger. They will need to confirm of-
ficers and fill three Board Positions for 2019-2021. 
  
Finance –  Judy Bell shared a recap of our March Pro-
gram Meeting, the Chinese Auction, raising $182.00. 

Service – Mazza UGRR Project- Mary Klein reported 
that 13 of the 14 titles of books are in the schools, with 2 
titles donated, totaling 16 books. Karen Knaur is creating 
a book plate to note our donation. 

Laurie Ulm gave recap of Feed a Child food bag pack-
ing. Eight Altrusans and Al Bell participated at the sec-
ond event. A total of over 22,000 bags were prepared. 

Unfinished Business – 

The Scholarship Committee has not received any ap-
plications yet. April 10th is the deadline. We will look at 
revamping the guidelines for future scholarships. 

The Spring Vendor/Craft Fair will be held April 6 at the 
Moose from 10-3. Set up will be at 8 PM Friday night. 

Marie shared that we have 26 vendors. They start mov-
ing in at 8:30 AM. Kendra James has a $60 gift card 
from WalMart. 

Laurie Ulm, Gwen Pahl and Fran Williams volunteered 
to be our spellers for Literacy Coalition Spelling Bee 
on May 15th. Doors open at 11 AM and the Bee begins 
at 12:15 PM at First Presbyterian Church. Box lunches 
are available for $15. They chose an “alternate word” 
for the Free Cheat. 

Laurie Ulm and Fran Williams spent $99.40 for 4 blan-
kets, 4 coats, hats, gloves and socks for this year’s 
Coats for Christmas event.  

Police Dept. Bike Rodeo will be May 18 from 9-1 at 
Marathon Center for the Performing Arts parking lot. 
We will have table for book giveaway. We can register 
as volunteers online at Hancock County Volunteer.  

District Five Conf. will be held April 26-28 in Lima. No 
program meeting for April. We have eight full and par-
tial registrations. There will be a centerpiece competi-
tion with theme: An Altrusa Blue Ribbon. Our tri-board 
displays are to feature: Fund Raisers. Gwen will be col-
lecting items for Foundation Raffle Basket. 

New Business – 

Little Library for Riverside Park- Laurie Ulm suggest-
ed we create a lending library from an old Courier vend-
ing box to go in our garden at Riverside Park. Member-
ship approved this idea. 

Survey Monkey Questionnaire had 19 responses to 
two questions. Only three objected to minutes only 
being shared online and not read at meetings. This 
recommendation from Board passed. Increasing local 
dues by $10 ($20- $30) and dropping $1 Buck and 
Beverage charge at business meetings recommen-
dation from Board passed, so annual dues will be $99. 

Baskets for Newborns- Laurie learned of program at 
Blanchard Valley Regional Health Systems where fami-
lies of newborns received gifts including, Good Night 
Moon, encouraging literacy and honoring Fred Crates. 
Motion from Board to donate $500 to this endowment 
fund passed. We will also volunteer to help pack bags. 

President’s Dinner invitations were distributed to 
members and signup sheet was passed. This will be 
held Wednesday, May 15 at St. Andrew’s United Meth-
odist Church in Room 201 at 6PM. The cost is $15. 
 
50/50 drawing happened; Happy Dollars were shared.  
The meeting was adjourned after the Benediction. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Deborah Foster, Secretary, Altrusa International of 
Findlay, Ohio 

Altrusa International of Findlay Board & Business 
April 1, 2019 
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At the April business meeting, we decided to support the 
Blanchard Valley Hospital’s program that gives a copy of 
Goodnight Moon to each newborn. Members met the next 
week to help pack the gift bags.  

After the meeting, Laurie Ulm sent out an email asking for 
help with various tasks needed in the establishment of a 
“Little Library” in Riverside Park.  

We are giving books to seven of Findlay’s public school 
librarians on Monday, May 6 at 4 pm at the Mazza Muse-
um. These books both support literacy through illustrated 
works and the Museum’s upcoming Underground Railroad 
Traveling Exhibit. Cindy, Karen, and Mary worked on this 
project with Museum staff and Amanda Brasfield and 
Stephanie Roth from FCS. President Gwen Pahl will 
award the books and all members are invited to attend.  

Saturday, May 18, will be a busy volunteer day for Al-
trusans. Fran, Jacquie, Marie, and Mary are helping with 
the Findlay Library’s Used Book Sale (shifts: 9:45 a.m.-
noon and 11:45 a.m.- 3 p.m.). Members helping with the 
Findlay Police Bike Rodeo will be at the Marathon Center 
between 9 a.m. and 1 p.m. Ulm also asked for volunteers 
to assist in a book give-away during the Rodeo. 

While Findlay Altrusans step up to help with many special 
projects, we are also engaged in community efforts 
throughout the year. These activities include working at 
the desk in the library, and on the ministry team of local 
churches, helping with a crisis text line, volunteering at 
Elks, Moose, Red Cross and Rotary fundraisers and 
with Red Coat Ambassadors,  co-teaching crafts/games 
and serving as librarian in summer months for Fostoria’s 
Feed My Kids program assisting at the Hancock Coun-

ty Historical Museum desk, working in the Gift 
Shop, running Funday Sunday activities, giving 
tours and hosting visitors, preparing hands-on ac-
tivities for various programs, and researching illus-
trator notebooks at the Mazza Museum, supporting 
the Oilers basketball team, donating time and ma-
terials at local Senior Centers maintaining the li-
brary  at Findlay’s 50 North; fundraising and teach-
ing jewelry-making at the Allen Eiry Center in Tiffin, 
and tutoring students within school programs and 
after school hours. 

Committee info 
Club supports hospital’s newborn program;  
starts “Little Library,” donates books by Mary Klein 
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2019 District Five Conference 
District Five Conference News  
by Gwen Pahl 
 
Altrusa of FIndlay learned about our Big Plans at the 
District Five Conference April 26-28 in Lima. Great 
training was presented Friday afternoon with Gwen 
Pahl and Kendra James attending President's training, 
Denise Heilman at Treasurer's and Deb Foster at Sec-
retary's Training. Friday evening at the Opening Ses-
sion Findlay proudly won the Altrusa Trivia contest with 
Gwen, Deb, Nancy Beers and Heather Iliff showing 
their knowledge!  And Big News was shared when we 
found out we had been approved for our $2000 grant 
for the Underground Railroad books for the Mazza 
traveling art display.  
  
Saturday was more great training with Marie Thomas 
and Laurie Ulm joining us for the day. During the after-
noon awards presentation we received the Clara Wei-
senborn Patriotism award for our Holidays for Heroes 
project. We received an American Flag in a case and a 
$50 check from the Dayton Altrusa Club.  
 
After showing our thanks and appreciation to outgoing 
Governor Karyn Evans, we celebrated installation of 
Suzanne Cline of Sidney as our new Governor. We al-
so accepted our friend Kathleen Howard as a new 
member to our club as Tiffin Club has sadly decided to 
disband. Kathleen has served as past Governor of our 
District and will bring great knowledge to our club.  
 
Our last excitement was taking 2nd place in the Cen-
terpiece competition. Thank you to Denise and Kendra 
for making this beautiful arrangement for us.  
 
All in all, a great weekend. Conference will be held next 
year in Youngstown May 1-3, 2020. Save the date!  
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More service activities 
Club members help pack baby bags for Blanchard Valley Hospital 
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Vendor Fair re-cap 
5th Vendor Fair a success 
By Marie Thomas 

Our fifth vendor fair was held April 6, and 
again it was a success. 

We had 27 tables sold, but unfortunately 
two vendors were ill and could not make it. 

From table sales, 50/50 proceeds and food 
sales, we should make $1,000. 

Thanks to everyone who helped along the 
way, from putting out yard signs to helping 
vendors haul in and out their items, to shop-
ping and cooking, to set up and tear down. It 
is definitely an event supported by everyone 
in the club who was able to assist. 

I’m told advertising was everywhere! I know 
it ran in the Findlay Courier, the Bowling 
Green Sentinel-Tribune and the Lima News, 
but this time we also had radio announce-
ments throughout the week.  

We purchased items from vendors for the 
club’s raffle basket for conference in Lima, 
and spent exactly $49.95 – and donated the 
nickel to the final vendor. 

I have had several vendors ask for our fall 
date, and my hope is to set both dates at 
the beginning of 2020 so we can get ven-
dors signed up earlier.  
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Vendor Fair re-cap 


