
President’s Message  
 

November’s meeting was a great 
one – a lovely guest speaker, a 
potential new Altrusan, hands-on 
service, and great fellowship. 
Thank you for making Altrusa 
strong, each in your own way! 
 
The holidays offer a framework for 
sharing in bounties of many kinds 
– food, friends, family. In enjoying 
within our orbits, how can we 
reach out, expanding our bounties 
and enriching the lives of others? 
Our November reflection activity 
focused on gratitude and service – 
your brainstorming ideas will make 
for an exciting, engaging outlook 
for 2023. Keep thinking of how we 
can connect and make a differ-
ence in the community! The mem-
bership and service committees 
have been hard at work: look for 
new and exciting opportunities 
ahead. Additional opportunities for 
input into the Long-Range Strate-
gic Plan will ensure we have an 
active, engaged Club for years to 
come. 
 
I look forward to seeing many of 
you - and several guests! – at the 
holiday party in December. Wheth-
er you are able to celebrate in per-
son or not, know that the warmth 
of Altrusa is with you wherever you 
are this holiday season.  
 
Happy Holidays to you and yours! 
 

Courtney Kallergis, President 
kallergis6@osu.edu 

937-974-3918 

 

 

In lieu of our December 
Business Meeting, the Columbus 

Altrusa Club will celebrate the 
holidays at   

   

Cambridge Tea House  
1885 W 5th Ave, Columbus 

43212  

December 1st at 6pm   
  

Total cost (including tax and 
gratuity) will be 

$36 per person. Please plan to 
reimburse the Club with a  

check or cash at the event.  
 

We will have a gift exchange 
and your guest is invited to  
participate. The suggested 

spending amount is $20. We 
will be doing the exchange a 
bit differently due to timing 

restrictions but it will be just as 
fun!   

You may ask your guest to 
bring a gift, bring an extra one 

for them, or choose not to  
participate – it’s completely  

voluntary.     
  

Looking forward to seeing you!   
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Membership Committee 
 

We send our warm, best birthday wishes to: 
 

Joanne Wissler - 12/19 

 

The Membership Committee met during Novem-
ber and focused on recruitment of new mem-
bers. The group reviewed a number of sugges-
tions from International. Committee members 
contributed additional ideas. All were combined 
into a recruitment plan for the first half of next 
year. One idea is to print letter-size informational 
posters to put on library bulletin boards. 
 

The Altrusa Minute 

The 2nd National Convention was held in Nash-
ville, Tennessee in 1919. The delegates 
changed the name from National Altrusa Insti-
tute to National Association of Altrusa Clubs. At 
the 4th National Convention, held in 1921, the 
delegates adopted the “Principles of Altrusa” as 
written by Mamie L. Bass. 

 

Membership Committee Co-Chairs 

Mary Smithson, marysmithson47@gmail.com 
Mary Mars, marycmars38@gmail.com 

 
The Grantee Journal 
 

Thank you, Altrusans, for participating this 
month in two service projects for our grantees: 
sending holiday gifts to the kids at the Boys & 
Girls’ Clubs of Central Ohio, and writing greeting 
cards to clients of COAAA. You are spreading 
the holiday spirit in our community! 
  

In this and upcoming newsletters, the Grants 
Committee will highlight programs and projects 
of our seven grantees in the current fiscal 
year. The Columbus Metropolitan Library 
Foundation will use our 2022/2023 grant to 
again help fund their Winter Reading Challenge. 
Other sponsors of the WRC are the Columbus 
Blue Jackets Foundation and #GivingTuesday 
donors. 
  

CML’s goal this year is to enroll 3,500 or more K
-12 students in the WRC, which will take place 
December 1, 2022 through January 31, 2023. 
WRC is centered in the Student Help Center in 
each of the library’s 23 locations. Students sign 

up at their local branch, then work to complete 
six hours of reading and reading activities, which 
are tracked through an online portal. Participants 
earn completion incentives, including laptop 
stickers, mechanical pencils, and high-interest, 
age-appropriate books. Altrusa funds are used 
to purchase books. 
  

CML notes that WRC had its genesis in requests 
from teachers who wanted to keep students en-
gaged in reading to help deter loss of literacy 
skills over winter break. Pandemic learning loss 
exacerbated this need. 
  

Altrusa volunteers are encouraged to support 
WRC at their local branch. Personal testimonial: 
one year prior to the pandemic, Mary M. and I 
volunteered at the Hilliard Library by handing out 
WRC flyers to families in the children’s area. 
Some parents were familiar with the WRC and 
were anxious to sign up their children. Other par-
ents were hearing about it for the first time. Eve-
ryone we talked to was interested in the pro-
gram, and the kids were universally excited 
about earning a book, which was very gratifying. 
Many headed to the Student Help Center to sign 
up for the WRC! 

 

Grants Committee Chair 
Jackie Nielson, roger.nielson@yahoo.com 

 

Service Committee 
 

Make A Difference Day: Our November hands-
on service activity of assembling over 250 snack 
packs “made a difference” for families at the 
Ronald McDonald House! Bonnie, Pam, Mary S. 
and Judy delivered the snack packs to the RMH. 
We received a nice thank-you note from the 
staff.  
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Service Committee (cont’d) 
 

As part of our ongoing hands-on service project, 
the next quarterly collection of cards to cheer 
COAAA / Aging Solutions’ older adult clients 
will be at the December meeting.  
 

For nearly 10 years, Altrusa of Columbus has 
donated fast food gift cards and cookies to the 
non-profit Project Help Clothing Ministry for 
their annual Christmas giveaway of new and 
used clothing. Our bakers made homemade 
cookies which Bonnie delivered to Sandy Holley. 
We are still collecting $5 or $10 fast food gift 
cards.  
 

Collection locations — You may bring your 
cheerful cards for seniors and/or fast food gift 
cards to the December 1st club holiday tea, or 
leave them with Pam when you pick up your nut 
orders. 
 

Service Committee Chair 
Pat Fitzpatrick, patfitzpatrick78@gmail.com

Fundraising—Nuts!!
 

Thank you all for continuing to sell nuts and for 
all the help sorting and distributing them. This 
fundraiser allows our friends and families to sup-
port our efforts to give back to our community 
through our grants. My goal this year in ordering 
so many nuts (which was probably a little crazy) 
was to make enough $$ from nuts to fund one 
grant. My “inner Claudia” says we can do it!  
 

Here's what's left---  
  

mammoth pecans-----42 

toasted salted pecans---23 

walnuts-----------------12 

cashews-------------47 

sliced almonds-------25 

broken pecan pieces--8 

gourmet mix-------------43 
 

See you soon!  ---Pam 
 

Contacts:  Pam, pamjax53@gmail.com; 
Marytherese, marytherese.croarkin@gmail.com; 
or Courtney, kallergis.6@osu.edu 

 

Important December Dates:  
1—World AIDS Day 

3—International Persons with Disabilities Day  

10—Human Rights Day 

20—International Human Solidarity Day 
 
 

Save the Dates!........................................ 
Don’t forget to mark your calendars for April 28-
30, 2023, for the District Five Conference at the 
Mohican Lodge and Conference Center. The 
room reservations deadline is March 27. The 
theme is “Reform the Norm” and includes a visit 
to the Ohio State Reformatory in Mansfield, 
where Shawshank Redemption was filmed. 
 

Altrusans will be gathering in San Antonio, Texas 
for the 58th Altrusa International Convention – 
VIVA ALTRUSA!! Eight months may seem like a 
long way off but it’s never too early to start plan-
ning. The event will be held at the Grand Hyatt 
Hotel which is located on the famous San Anto-
nio Riverwalk just steps away from shops, restau-
rants, and entertainment.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For now, please mark these dates…. July 19 – 
22, 2023. Look for information about the hotel  
after the first of the year. 
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For Your Calendars: 
 

 

January 5 Club Meeting 
6:30 pm Zoom—Altrusa & the United Nations 

 

February 2 & March 2 Club Meetings 
6:30 pm Zoom 

 

Club meetings will return to in-person in April. 
 

*********** 
2023 District Five Conference 

April 28 - 30, Mansfield, OH  

Mohican Lodge & Conference Center 
 

58th Altrusa International Convention 
July 19 – July 22, 2023—San Antonio, TX 

Grand Hyatt Hotel Riverwalk 
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From Jackie: Linda and I had a very pleasant 
conversation on Zoom about a 
range of topics. An hour passed 
quickly; it would be nice to contin-
ue our conversation another time, 
preferably in person, over lattes 
and scones. 
 
Growing up: In talking about our backgrounds, 
we learned we both grew up in Midwestern 
farming families. Linda and her nine siblings 
were raised on a large farm in Michigan, where 
they grew strawberries, apples, peaches and 
pears. The farm had been in Linda’s family for 
over 100 years and was the gathering place for 
several generations. My father was a dairy 
farmer in Illinois. My grandparents lived on the 
farm, while we lived in town. My mother was an 
elementary teacher and didn’t drive at the time, 
so we needed to live near the school! 
 
Advice to Altrusans: Our conversation prompt 
was about advice we would give to new Al-
trusans, but these thoughts are also applicable 
to those of us who are veteran club members. 
Linda emphasized getting to know others by 
participating in meetings and service projects. 
The people are “the treasures” in an organiza-
tion. I offered that members should try out differ-
ent areas of service and find what they like and 
what they’re good at. I have found that volun-
teering as an Altrusan at the library and the Co-
lumbus Literacy Council are especially reward-
ing.  
 
I’m still learning about grants, and Linda offered 
to help. In her career with the Ohio Department 
of Education, she went from writing million dollar 
grant proposals to billion dollar grant proposals. 
I look forward to talking with her more about 
writing a grant proposal to Altrusa International. 
 
Our chat was wide-ranging; we’ve shared just a 
few highlights here. We recommend having con-
versations with fellow Altrusans, whether during 
a service project or over a cup of coffee, to get 
to know each other better. Serving in the com-
munity with friends is a rewarding experience. 

A powerful sense of belonging stems from shar-
ing about our lives. After a successful run of the 
20 Questions feature in the Altrusa monthly 
newsletter, Crosstown Conversations will offer 
Altrusans an opportunity to be more connected 
through a heart-to-heart chat. Jackie Nielson and 
Linda Nusbaum offered to participate in the first 
Crosstown Conversation. Below is a summary 
of their November 10, 2022, Zoom conversation. 
 

From Linda: Although Jackie and I 
have known each other for nearly a 
decade, it was amazing how much 
we have in common but had not 
shared with one another. 
 

Technology: One of the things on 
my bucket list is to strengthen my 

knowledge and use of technology. Thanks to the 
pandemic, Zoom has become a key communica-
tions tool. Although using Zoom has been a 
bumpy ride, it has helped us to know others bet-
ter and in ways we would not have in the past. 
 

We had a conversation about computer scams. I 
had recently experienced a technical support 
scam. It was agreed that computer scams would 
be a worthy topic for an Altrusa meeting. 
 

Employment: We both worked for the govern-
ment: Jackie for the Internal Revenue Service 
and I for the Ohio Department of Education. 
Consequently, structures, rules and regulations 
give us a sense of security.  
 

Interestingly, we have college degrees in areas 
that we did not directly use in government ser-
vice: Jackie in social studies education and me 
in counseling psychology. And we both retired 
from government service after 40 years.  
  

Learning: Both of us have a love of lifelong 
learning. On Jackie’s bucket list is participation 
in The Ohio State University Program 60 to keep 
her brain active through online classes. Jackie 
belongs to two book clubs and offered sugges-
tions for joining book clubs with folks who have 
similar interests. Joining a book club is on my life 
list. 

Crosstown Conversations:  
Getting to Know Each Other a Little Better 
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HAPPINESS CORNER! 
A place for Altrusans of Columbus to share simple  

things that make them smile.  

Pat F: Celebrated Veterans Day with my 97-
year-young dad at our 
local American Legion. 
Dad was the only 
WWII veteran! Our 
local high school’s 
JROTC presented the 
colors and served our 
meals to us.  

Such a nice program and wonderful way to 
honor our vets.  
 

 
 

Linda:  Our 
Thanksgiving 
joy… Grandbaby 
Joshua! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Bonnie: My great 
niece Ryan being 
comforted by her 
sidekick, Pumpkin. 
Ryan was feeling 
the pain of new 
braces. 

Have Some Fun: Be Next to Engage 
in a Crosstown Conservation 

 

To encourage more Crosstown Conversa-
tions, Altrusans are invited to visit with other 
Altrusans and then write a summary of the 
conversation. Prompts that may help start the 
conversation are:  
 

 What are two things on your bucket list? 
 

 What’s one piece of advice you’d give to a 
new Altrusan?  

 

 What is something the two of us have in 
common? 

 

 How did where you grew up shape you?  
 

 What types of activities did you enjoy as a 
kid? Do you still do them now? 

 

 Is there a period in history you’re especial-
ly interested in? A culture that intrigues 
you? 

 

 What are some things you enjoy doing in 
Columbus?  

 

 What is the best thing you have going on  
 in your life right now? 
 

If you would like to participate in a Crosstown 
Conversation, please arrange a call or get-
together with a fellow Altrusan, and send your 
recap to Bonnie Ackerman for future publica-
tion. Thank you!    

Altrusa and the United Nations 
 

Altrusa has been a recognized non-government 
organization (NGO) to the United Nations De-
partment of Global Communications, Civil Socie-
ty Unit for decades. Club leaders and members 
may not realize how the goals of the UN align 
with the community service performed by our 
Clubs and the additional steps Clubs can take to 
support the partnership. Many of the activities 
performed by Clubs already help advance the 
UN’s 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDG). 
The Goals are a universal call to action to end 
poverty, protect the planet, and ensure that all 
people enjoy equity, peace, and prosperity. 
 

Faye Snodgress, Altrusa Representative  
to the United Nations’ Department of Global  

Communications, Civil Society Unit/NGO  
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HAPPINESS CORNER (continued) 

Nancy and husband Lewis 
enjoyed the whimsical 4-
course Wizard’s Tea at  
Cambridge Tea House.  
Adults outnumbered the  

children  
attending  
7 to 1! 

 
 

 
 
 
Pam:  My grandson Desi  
being a ”Turkey” at day-
care. 
 

 
 
 

 

 
Mary M. is visiting her son, 
Charles, in Massachusetts 
and admiring his craftsman-
ship on a new paver patio. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mary S:  My 
niece Eliza 
(second 
from right) 
sat with Tim 
Daly and 
Tia Leoni at 
a wedding.  
 

The bride’s  
father went to 
school with Tim 
Daly, and the 
bride works for 
Eliza who is  
Consul General 
at the U.S.  

Consulate in Guadalajara, Mexico. 
 
 

Courtney:  My husband James and I finally 
made it to Pidgeon Forge/Gatlinburg.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Beautiful sights! 
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HAPPINESS CORNER (continued) 

Nancy: Lewis and I took advantage of a warmer day and visited 
Franklin Park Conservatory's evening 
Conservatory Aglow, a special exhibit 
through  
January 8, 
2023. 
 
The light  
displays 
were won-
derful, and 
the gift shop 
was bulging 
with Holiday 
goodies.  
 

 
  We talked to an employee cleaning the 1,122-foot 
        track of the Paul Busse Garden Railway. He said, 
        "I love my job" and that made us smile! 


