I.TRUSA l Leading to a Better COmmu,,,-ryi’i'

International Branch County, Ml

President’s Message

| just cannot believe this is my last
message to you as your president;
it has truly been an honor. I'm so
thankful for the guidance the
board has offered me through this
time especially DeAnne as our past
president. | will always look back
at my time as president as a posi-
tive experience and one I’'m thank-
ful for. There is no way better to learn about all our club does
than to be president.

We all must come together to make sure things run smoothly
and being on the board really makes you realize just how much
work it takes from everyone to make sure we continue to sup-
port the community the way we do. Some of our committees
and members work more behind the scenes. | want to take a
moment to personally thank some of them. Alicia Kulpinski was
not only our treasure but organized our amazing lunches, was
the chair of our Community Service Disbursement committee
(which organizing all our check presentations in a timely man-
ner is no small feat), she is also chair of our Golf Scramble that
is coming up in May. Julie Stratos took on the huge job of
getting our Yearbook completed and did a lovely job. Jan Storrs
keeps our Facebook page current which | feel has greatly
helped our presence in Branch County. Mary Jo Johnson agreed
to chair Recruitment and Retention again this year and once
again did a fabulous job. With her guidance the committee has
changed the onboarding process for new members to be easier
while helping them understand Altrusa and our club. Lastly |
just want to thank EVERYONE, everyone has a part to play in
our club and we as a group would not be the same without your

contribution. ?a o o
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N April 26-28, 2024

Grand Rapids, Ml
Come ready to learn, share ideas from your club, and reconnect
with Altrusans from across Ohio and Michigan.

Our Branch County Club will be well represented as members
Chris-Hill Melton, DeAnne Hawley, Connie Winbigler, Kendra
Danielson, Julie Stratos and Pat Sampsel will be attending.

Hey! Our B h C ty Club ZLTRUS S
ey> Lur sranch Lounty L1u COLLABORATE
was included in the March 2024
Service Committee Newsletter WITH ASTRA
See the next 5 pages of project
ideas from around the world!
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Kids Games at Annual Duck Race

Branch County, MI

Greeters: Grac

Scholarships
Noon

Greeters: Pat S
Michelle Schee

Greeters: Meg
Kristin Smith

May 29
Special Meeti
TBD
Greeters: Jan S
Carrie Stout

Elks, Noon
Greeters: Julie
Kelsey Waller

June 19
Business Mee
Elks

Noon
Greeters: Robi
Janelle Warne
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In support of Literacy and Branch County United Way’s
United We Read effort, Altrusans
Jan Storrs, Christine Delaney, DeAnne Hawley, Erica Heminger,
Liza Graham, Erica Pelfrey and Julie Stratos joined others to
read in area schools. They read in Kindergarten through 4th
grade classrooms at Pansophia, Jefferson, Lakeland, Max
Larsen and Anderson.
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New Member - Julie Outlaw

Julie was born in Coldwater and has lived in Ohio and Michigan.
She attended Central Michigan University, Wright State University,
and Wright School of Professional Psychology, located in Dayton
OH. Julie is retired from the United States Air Force Civil Service.
She experienced much traveling during her career which she is
grateful for.

Julie keeps very involved during retirement, including family activi-
ties, United Methodist Church pursuits, music (keyboard and
bells,) walking with her dog and reading a whole lot. She enjoys
the company of two stepchildren and six grandchildren. Something #
interesting to know that is not common knowledge about Julie; Ll
she has rescued seven basset hounds, three labs, and two Jack Russell Terriers, so far, over sev-
eral years.

The greatest vacation Julie has experienced has been a road trip and the adventure took two
weeks by car. The journey began in Michigan with many stops along the way, traveling a north-
ern route to California. The return voyage was a southern route with new scenery. She enjoyed
this time with a sister, parents and maternal grandparents in 1965.

Julie is an avid reader, and cannot possibly choose a favorite book. She admires Eleanor Roose-
velt, and her four great grandmothers, who, in their prime, could have taught Julie many of life’s
lessons. She also admires Franklin D. Roosevelt, a historical figure Julie truly believes while fac-
ing many adversities, helped many people.

A day on the shore of Lake Superior, observing, listening and relaxing, while recording her
thoughts and experiences felt and seen, would be a perfect day well spent by Julie. She says,
comparing this sort of day with a productive one is a great balance and certainly a privilege
when retired.

Altrusa members look forward to Julie’s upcoming contributions to Branch County. Some of her
many skills to contribute include teamwork, communicating, and working with various ethnic/
racial groups of people. She looks forward to making new friends, empowering women, problem
solving, and having lots of fun. Julie’s lifetime experiences will be a great addition to our club,
enriching lives and continuously learning from others.

26th Annual Golf Outing - Friday, May 24
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Altrusa given permission to install bench A"390 m93.5
sculpture in northwest part of 4 Corners W% % &%=

By Jim Measel

COLDWATER, MI (WTVB) — The Coldwater City Council gave their permission on Monday night for Altrusa
International of Branch County to add a bench sculpture in the northwest part of the downtown Four
Corners Park.

Carrie Stout from Altrusa International said in addition to the flowers planted and maintained every year
by club members, and with its focus on literacy, Altrusa has raised funds to purchase a bench sculpture
entitled “Reading Buddies” which celebrates reading. The sculpture costs $19,000 and it is has been fully
funded by Altrusa.

It's being presented to the people of Coldwater as a symbol of Altrusa’s commitment to the community
and its improvement.

The sculpture is made of bronze which will assure it will be around for generations to come.

Altrusa International of Branch County members have been maintaining the northwest corner of the
Four Corners Park for 50 years.
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* A huge thank you to the Altrusa committee Carrie Stout,
Julie Stratos, Karmen Case, Erica Hemminger and Melissa
Austin for their accomplishment in developing the concept
and gaining approval to proceed with the statue in Altrusa
Park. Kudos also to the club members who have donated or
pledged to the cost of the project.

Altrusa’s #1 focus is on Literacy. The statue is titled “Reading
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In Memory of Barbara Faulkner

Former Altrusan Barbara Faulkner, died peacefully on February 23, 2024 at the Vineyard As-
sisted Living Community in Kalamazoo at the age of 83. A woman of grace, intelligence, and
boundless love, she leaves behind a legacy that resonates with warmth, kindness, and a stead-
fast dedication to family and community.

Born September 6, 1940 in Coldwater, Barb's
childhood was shaped by the love of her family
and the lessons learned from her parents. Her fa-
ther served as a bank examiner, while her mother
was a pioneering entrepreneur who owned and
started the beloved women'’s clothing store,
Woodward's Specialty Shop. Barb's upbringing was
enriched by the memories of her grandmother's
farm in Bronson, where she spent countless hours
around the kitchen table, learning valuable lessons
and forging cherished bonds. Barb with her children Jack and Jill

Graduating from Coldwater High School in 1957, Barb attended Michigan State University be-
fore moving to Detroit where she embarked on a career as a department store model and
bank employee. It was during this time that she met the love of her life, Jack Faulkner.

Marrying and settling in Coldwater, they built a life centered around their family and commu-
nity. Jack's career as an educator and administrator complemented Barb's role as a devoted
mother and businesswoman. Together, they raised two children, Jack and Jill, instilling in them
the values of hard work, integrity, and compassion.

Barb's entrepreneurial spirit flourished as she joined her mother in running the family store,
later purchasing and renaming it Woodward's. A pillar of the Coldwater community, Barb's
dedication to small business and civic engagement earned her recognition as a Downtown
Business Woman of the Year and President of Altrusa. Her commitment to her town and its
residents was unwavering, reflecting her belief in the power of community and service.

Throughout her life, Barb found solace in literature, music, and community engagement. An
avid reader and fierce bridge player, she cherished moments spent with loved ones, whether
attending musicals at the Tibbits Opera House or hosting gatherings at their farm and later
their retirement home on Coldwater Lake.

Barb embraced retirement with the same enthusiasm and zest for life that defined her earlier
years. Despite health challenges, she remained a beacon of positivity and laughter, finding joy
in the company of her family and friends. She leaves behind a legacy of love, kindness, and ser-
vice. Her life serves as a testament to the power of resilience, love, and community. Her spirit
lives on in the hearts of all who were fortunate enough to know her, inspiring us to live each
day with compassion, grace, and unwavering determination.

Visit Barb’s webpage at BetzlerLifeStory.com to archive favorite memories, photos and sign her
guestbook. Memorial contributions may be made to: Tibbits Opera House, Centrica Care Navi-
gators (Hospice care of SW Michigan) or ProMedica Coldwater Cancer Center.




In Memory of Sandy Mancino

Sandra Gayle Mancino, passed away peacefully Tuesday, March
52024, at Rose Arbor Hospice Residence in Kalamazoo sur-
rounded by her loving family. She was 79.

Sandra was born November 21, 1944, in New Britain, Connecti-
cut and married Joseph Mancino on May 18, 1967, in Hartford,
Connecticut.

Sandra and Joe began their careers in the restaurant business in
Oregon before coming to Coldwater in 1978, where they opened
their first Mancino’s. They operated the restaurant for 8 years,
then expanded into a nationwide franchising operation known
as Bellacino’s, where Sandra was the CEO/president for many years.

Sandra was a member of Altrusa, Coldwater Elks Club, Coldwater Golf Club, and the Coldwater
First Baptist Church. She enjoyed playing golf, going to the casino, spending time in Florida
with her friends and family, and spoiling her grandchildren, whom she loved more than any-
thing in this world.

Memorials may be directed to Altrusa International of Branch County, the ProMedica Coldwa-
ter Cancer Center or the Coldwater First Baptist Church.
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Teen SHARE Frozen Food Collection

The Teen SHARE Com-
mittee—Connie Winbigler,
Kelsey Waller, Felicia Landis,
Mary Feller, Tammy Hunt-
ley, Kelli Stempien and Pat
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Myers—would like to thank
everyone who donated
money or frozen food for
our Teen SHARE frozen food
drive. The amount of money
donated was $275, along

with multiple frozen food

items for both Teen SHARE Felicia, Tammy and Pat delivered the frozen food to the Teen

homes. Felicia and Pat filled SHARE home on March 20™
a grocery cart with frozen

food using the monetary
donation.




